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Y. Yes. | even wrote her two anonymous notes offering to

it back®

LESGATE.

TONY. | was hopin er come and tell me all
about him—but _j the letter. (Jony takes out

ofa. Lesgate picks

; and examines envelope.)

LESGATE. Why are you telling me all this?
TONY. Because you're the only person [ can trust. (Lesgate puls
the letter back in wallet and Tony snaps wallet shut.) Anyway,
that did it. It must have put the fear of God into them because the
letters stopped—and we lived happily ever after. (Changes tone.)
Funny to think that just a year ago | was sitting in that Knights-
bridge pub—actually planning to murder her—and | might have
done it if | hadn’t seen something that changed my mind.
LESGATE. (With back balf turned to Tony——tapping pipe on asb
tray on table back of sofa.) Well. (Tap—tap—tap.) What did you
see? (Tap—tiap.)

TONY. (Quietly, after sbort pause.) 1 saw you. (Long pause.)
LESGATE. (Turning round slowly to Jony.) What was so odd
about that?

TONY. The coincidence. You see only a week before I’d been to
a reunion dinner and the fellows had been talking about you. How
you'd been—court-martialed during the war—a year in prison!
That was news. Mind you, at college we’'d always said old Swann
would end up in jail—that cash box, | suppose.

LESGATE. What about it?

TONY. (With a laugh.) My dear fellow, everybody knew you
took that money. Poor old Alfred.

LESGATE. (Rising.) Well, thanks for the drink. Interesting hear-
ing about your matrimonial affairs, 'm sure. (Moving to bail.) |
take it you won’t be wanting that car after all?

TONY. Don't you want me to tell you why I brought you here?
LESGATE. Yes, [ think you'd better. (During bis following speech,
Tony yets up [rom the sofa. He bas dropped his limp. He takes out
bis bandkerchief, wipes fingerprints off the reunion pbotograph
and returns it to L. wall. Then be carefully wipes ash tray on cof-
fee table, part of table and the brandy bottle. He crosses bebind
sofa—takes ash tray and dumps ashes into fireplace—again wipes
wilh bandkercbief and lakes ash tray back to table bebind sofa.)
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;’2{:{\;"3 ,—“:;s wl;;:n I saw you in the pub that it happened. Sud-
o % ing became quite clear. Only a few months before
rgot an I had made our wills—quite short affairs leaving e\ri
erythmg we had to each other in case of accidents. Hers worked
oult. alt just over ninety thousand pounds. Investments, mostly—all
; :ttde too easy to get at. And that was dangerous as they'd be
ound to suspect me. I'd need an alibi—a very good one—and then
[ saw you. I'd often wondered what happened to people when they
came out.of prison—people like you, [ mean. Can they get jobs?
Do old friends rally round? Suppose they’d never had any friends.
[ was so curious to know that I followed you. I followed you home
th'at night and—would you mind passing your glass? (Lesgate, be-
wildered, bands Tony his glass.) Thank you, thank you so much—

and I’ve been following you ever since.

LESGATE. Why?
ass and puts it back on coffee table.)

TONY. (Wipes Lesgate's gl
| was hoping that, sooner or later, | might—catch you at some:

thing and be able to . . .

LESGATE. Blackmail me?
TONY. Influence you. After 2 few weeks | got to know your rou-
tine which made it a lot easier.

 ESCATE. Rather dull work.

TONY. To begin with, yes. But you know how it is—ycu take up
3 hobby and the more you get t0 tnow of it the more fascinating
it becomes. You became quite fascinating. In fact, there were times
when [ felt that you—almost belonged to me.
[ ESGATE. That must have been fascinating.
TONY. You always went dog-racing on Mo
| even took it up myself—ijust to be near you.

name to Adams.

LESGATE. Yes, 1 got bored with Swann. An

TONY. No, none at all. And you used to go t0 2 tittle private club

in Soho. It had an odd name . . - (Rememberind.) The Kettle of

Fish, that’s it. The police closed it down recently, | believe—some=

one was caught taking drugs or something-

LESGATE. (Casually.) 1 never heard about that. 7 went there t0

eat, There’s no crime in that either. . |

TONY. None whatever. [n fact, there was nothing really 1l!egal
ed, and then on€ day you disap-

said, “Mr.

bout you. 1 ite discourag
2 Y ot (I!:igmgs so | phoned your landlady. l

Peared from your '
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Apparently that was nothing.

Adams owed me five pounds.”’ . . .
Mr. Adams owed her six weeks rent and her best lodger fifty-five
pounds' And Mr. Adams had always been such a nice gentieman.

That's what seemed to upset her most.

LESCATE. Yes thats whar always upsets them most. (Lesgale

md -esches for the F)mndy bottle.)

strolls to coﬂe tabie amd -esche: )
you o gioves?
(Lesgat fp.) Thanks.

en | found you

Now, where®N
one day at tha W
ings in Belsize Pz?

Wilson left Belsizz : Fing fifteen weeks’ rent and

somewhat richer for = frrer with a . . . Miss Wallacz.
You used to go ou: === N GFzllace on Wednesdays and Sandays.
=" vou, wasn't she? | suppose she

She certainly was = ==
thought you wers z-=wgff :m21\andsome mustache to piease her.

Poor Miss Wallacs

LESGATE. This is gff mos: neresting. Do go on.
TONY. July—Agf#osr—Sepram? Apartment one two seven

Carlisle Court ff. .= Cocopane - A \irs. Van Domn. Her late
husband left fler ~wz Soc=ls 2nd a frfg apartment house—fur-

nished. Whff 2 bzze -o sperziz from. CapNin Lesgate! The only
trouble is#fhe doss -zcher =miov Deing courtdy, and she is so very
expensivfl Perhaps that’s why you've Deen riNpg to sefl her car
for ovegla month.
LESG Mrs. Van Dorn asked me :o sell it for h&g
TONK. | know [ called her up just before you arrNed here. She
onlyffvanted eight Fundred [Pause Lescate remains peXectly still.)
LEFCATE. (Cusucily } Where's the nearest police stahdg?
TQNY. Opposite the church Two minutes’ walk.
LEPGATE. Suppose | walk there now?
TENY. What would yr teil them?
LPSCATE. Everything.
DNY. Everything® All about Mr. Adams and Mr. Wilson?
ESCATE. | shall simply rell them you are trying to blackmail

into . . .
TONY. Into?
LESCATE. Murdering your wife. ‘Pause )

-
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